"M A NATIVE NEW YORKER

WILD
BERGAMOT

(Monarda fistulosa)

DESCRIPTION: Perennial, grows to 4 ft. The square stems bear
opposite, gray-green leaves that smell sweetly of oregano.
Tubular lavender or pink flowers appear mid-summer and last
about one month.

CULTURE: Easy in well-drained soils in full sun to part shade.
Plants need good air circulation. Deadhead flowers to prolong
summer bloom. Tends to self-seed. Deer and other
mammalian herbivores dislike the minty taste.

ECOLOGY: The nectar of the blossoms aftracts ruby-throated
hummingbirds, long-tongued bees, bee flies, butterflies,
skippers, and hummingbird moths.
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